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not so much by a process of reasoning as by an intense
gaze, and who have announced their conclusions in the
voice of a herald, using the name of God and giving no
reasons. And in the Western world these men have
always met with a certain acceptance ; they have generally
succeeded in gathering round them followers of respect-
able character and understanding; and so fully is the
possibility of such a prophetic discovery of truth recog-
nised, that the Jewish prophets themselves have been
received throughout the West with profound veneration.
Still the respect for authority in knowledge is far less in
the West than in the East. This is plain when we
consider that the Jewish prophets seem to have been
accepted by the whole nation, and that when thus ac-
cepted it was considered presumption to deny anything
that they said. On the other hand, no one in the
West ever reaches such an eminence as to have no
detractors, and we are all bold enough to doubt what
is said even by those whom we reverence most. The
reason of this is that in the West a metliod has been laid
down which places the gifted man and the ungiftcd in
some degree on a level. It is still, no doubt, the gifted
man in general who discovers truth, but when the
discovery is made the ungifted man can test it and judge
of it. Whereas it would appear that where the processes
of thought have never been analysed and reduced to
method, there is no means of discovering the error of a
gifted man, except through the emphatic contradiction of
one who has won the reputation of being more gifted.
It follows from this that when Christian theology passed
into the Gentile world, when it diffused itself from the Mo-
saic East into the Socratic West, it must have encountered

